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A LETTER FROM THE BOARD

From the Calgary Arab Arts & Culture Society, we welcome you, film lovers,
from Calgary and beyond to the fifth annual Arab Film Nights Festival.

Our board has once again previewed many films full of Arab content and
actors, and have created a program we feel you will enjoy as we meet our
mandate of sharing films, which:

- Represent the diversity of the people, regions and perspectives of the
Arab world

» Provide realistic perspectives of Arab people, culture, art, history and
politics

» Discuss critical social and political issues affecting Arab culture in an
engaging manner

We are delighted to once again give voice to local and Canadian film and
theatre artists during our Thursday evening programing, Canadian Eye on
the Arab World. There will be live theatre by a troupe of Syrian newcomers,
and we especially welcome author and director, the National Film Board’s
Nisreen Baker, joining us live for Calgary’s premier screening of the very well
received “Things Arab Men Say”.

This year’s film program will also present Calgary’s long-awaited premier
screening of Bassem Youssef's “Tickling Giants” followed by a video Q&A
session; festival favorite and Lebanon’s submission to the 2017 Oscars,
two great films from a very strong year of Egyptian cinema and a fun and
uplifting closing night film selection with special guest Zaid Hamdan.

Once again, we look forward to welcoming you to sample a full range of
Arab culture including food, drink and music. This year’s festival will once
again present an offering of Arabesque visual arts as we welcome Fadia
Omar to the role of the Society’s artist in residence and curator.

Thanks so much for joining us as we make Calgary an even greater place to
live together.
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS

FAgyptian Princess

TIRIO

Your Café and More...
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The theatrical
performance:

JASMINE

Thursday May 11
@ 6:15 pm

30 minutes

As part of the 2017 Arab Film Nights, the Calgary Arab Arts & Culture Society
presents theatrical performance “Jasmine”. The performance will tell the
story of hope, love and war, and how war crushes the dreams of the most
vulnerable and dispossessed.

The storyline revolves around the dreams and aspirations of three Syrian
youth; a musician, a university student who loves “Jasmine” (representing
Syria) and aspires a happy and peaceful life with her, and a third who wants
to leave to another country with hopes to realize his dreams and potential.

The second act emphasis the love to “Jasmine” and how the sky was the
limit before the war, and how the war killed all these dreams.

Actors Stage Manager
Sleman Aldib Sleman Aldib

Jozef Alhaddad

Jamil Albaba Written & Directed by
Faten Aldib .

Marwa Jbeil gfrg?;.gld'b

Manar Allawi adl ddap

Anas Nasif

Fadi Alhaddad
Joudy Omary

46

Rated: PG
Genre: Documentary

THINGS ARAB MEN SAY

Thursday May 11 @ 7:10 pm

Canada, 52 minutes
English/Subtitles

Special guest: Nisreen Baker

T Special thanks to
4 ‘ W@ The National Film
oW |l Board of Canada

Worldwide, Arab men are depicted by the mainstream media as terrorists,
suicide bombers, or at best, extremists. In Things Arab Men Say, Egyptian-
born filmmaker Nisreen Baker paints a very different picture.

Join Jay, Ghassan, and their friends as they gather at Jamal's Eden Barber
Shop for a haircut, a shave, and a lively discussion on politics, religion and
identity. Although located in St. Albert, an Edmonton suburb, Jamal’s shop
could be anywhere, serving as a microcosm of the Arab community.

At times serious, but laced with deft humour, the film follows the group
as they debate the issues at hand and express often-surprising views that
bring us closer to changing the narrative surrounding their community.

AWARDS

Nominated, 4 Rosie Awards by The
Alberta Media Production Industries
Association
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SPECIAL GUEST - In person

NISREEN BAKER
Director,
Things Arab Men Say

Nisreen Baker has been working in the film industry for 20 years. Her career
in film began as an assistant director, and now she writes, produces and
directs her own documentary films.

She has worked with local and international broadcasters, creating multi-
lingual films, which promote multiculturalism and explore cultural identity
and socio-political issues. Her passion for these topics stems from her
exposure to different cultures, religions and societies, having lived in six
different countries around the world, and having first-hand experience with
social and political turmoil.

Nisreen’s recent work includes Women of Karaoun (2006), which premiered
at Calgary International Film Festival, is about three generations of Lebanese
women in Canada, and Cultural Competency (year), which follows four
immigrant families and one Canadian family as they navigate the challenges
encountered in Canada.
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UNDER AN
UMBRELLA
WE MET

2 Short films

under an

Thursday May 11
@ 9:00 pm
Canada.
5 minutes each
English/Subtitles

Rated: PG
Genre: Documentary

SARA is thirty-four years old. She was born in Aleppo,
Syria and moved to Calgary five years ago from the
Middle East. Sara is an architect by profession and
works as an urban planner. Last year, she was moved
and grateful to become a Canadian citizen. In her free
time, Sara mountain bikes and goes to spin. She is
Muslim. She used to have pink hair. She loves her cat.
Sara shares her story and her memories of growing up
in Syria.

TAREK is from Damascus, Syria. He loves music and
plays violin, flute and guitar. Tarek left Syria and fled
to Jordan in 2012. In September 2015 while living in
Amman, Jordan as a refugee, he randomly met with
the Calgary Centre for Global Community to create a
short film about his story. As a result of the meeting,
the Centre sponsored Tarek in March 2016. In April
2017, he arrived in Calgary and is now a new Canadian.

EDUARDO BUNSTER AND SALIMA STANLEY-BHANJI are the creators of the
short films featured in the under an umbrella we met - Faces of Islam series
where, while watching the short films on tablets, viewers can step into the
actual, worn shoes of the person they are watching in the film. Salima is also
the CEO of the Calgary Centre for Global Community/Humainologie.
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GRASSROOTS IN DRY LANDS

AfiLv Y HELENE KLODAWSKY

Rated: PG
Genre: Documentary

ke = Special thanks to
= T ‘ \ M The National Film
oW |

Board of Canada

GRASSROOTS IN DRY LANDS

Thursday May 11 @ 9:10 pm

Palestine, Jordan, & Israel.
92 minutes
English/Subtitles

Set in Palestine, Israel and Jordan, Grassroots in Dry Lands reveals a
unique human-rights-based approach to democratic change taking root
in neighbourhoods across the region. This intimate documentary, filmed in
radiant warm light in homes, streets and community centres, takes us into
the world of social workers who struggle to apply university-taught ideals to
realities on the ground. They are building hope through their commitment
to social change and their belief that all peoples of the region deserve the
same rights.

Seasoned filmmaker Helene Klodawsky spent five years gaining the trust
of her characters and brings her knowledge of the region to bear on the
complex issues at hand. She delivers an original, unprecedented perspective
on the Middle East. Rather than focus on top-down peace initiatives, the
film shows how seeds planted by passionate activists and their armies of
community organizers, psychologists, lawyers and volunteers are taking
root and producing hope for lasting change.
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200 47 ) |\\ Friday May 12
@ 7:10 pm
Egypt, US, UK.
11 minutes

English/Subtitles

Rated: 14A
Genre: Documentary

Special guest:
Bassem Youssef
(via conference)

TICKLING
GIANTS

A FILM BY SARA TAKSLER

This documentary tells the story of Bassem Youssef, “the Egyptian Jon
Stewart”, and his popular satirical television show “Al-Bernameg” (The
Show). In the midst of the Egyptian Arab Spring, Youssef left his job as a heart
surgeon to pursue comedy. This film explores how Youssef and his team
creatively challenged abuses of power in a country with ever-expanding
restrictions on free speech, and helped bring together a country in turmoil.
Also shown at the Toronto International Film Festival and the global Human
Rights Watch Film Festival.

AWARDS

Nominated, Cleveland International
Film Festival 2017’s Greg Gund
Memorial Standing Up Award

Nominated, Best Documentary at
Stockholm Film Festival 2016

Nominated, Best Documentary Feature
at Tribeca Film Festival 2016
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SPECIAL GUEST - Via conference

BASSEM YOUSSEF
Satirist/Comedian

Appearance as himself,
Tickling Giants

The Calgary Arab Arts and Culture Society is proud to have Bassem Youssef
join us over Skype on the Opening Night and screen his documentary
Tickling Giants, directed by Sara Taksler.

Dubbed the Jon Stewart of the Arab World, hosted the popular TV show
“Al-Bernameg” - which was the first-of-its-kind political satire show in
the Middle East. Originally airing as an online 5-minute-show in 2011, Al-
Bernameg became the most watched show in the history of Egyptian TV.
The first live audience show in the Middle East received wide acclaim around
the world with coverage in some of the biggest media outlets, topping it
off with Youssef’s appearance on the Daily Show with Jon Stewart several
times, including Stewart’s final show. Youssef and his team’s bold criticism
of the ruling regime throughout the seasons stirred a lot of controversy
and led to over 100 complaints that were filed at the General Prosecutor’s
office. After three seasons Al-Bernameg stopped airing in June 2014 due to
pressure on both the show and the airing channel.

In 2013 Youssef was one of four recipients of the International Press Freedom
Award by the Committee to Protect Journalists and in the same year he
was named among Time Magazine’s most influential list for 2013 - under the
“Pioneers” category.
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VERY BIG SHOT

Friday May 12
@ 09:50 pm

Lebanon.
107 minutes
English/Subtitles

Rated: 14A
Genre: Drama

L
“ACOMPELLING CRIME DRAMA "SMART"

“PROVOCATIVE™
varey WITHTONS OF HUMOR"

Jad is about to be released from jail for a crime his older brother Ziad
committed five years ago, and Ziad has decided to stop his drug-dealing
business and start a new chapter in life.

Ziad’s best-laid plans are hindered by an unexpected turn of events that
leads to his involvement in a large-scale smuggling operation to transport
the amphetamine Captagon across the border. Further complicating
things, when Jad is set free, he wants to join Ziad for one last run before
getting out of the drug trade for good, while Joe, the pair’s third brother,
strongly disapproves of the whole idea.

Eventually, Ziad makes a life-changing discovery that will lead the three
brothers on a new journey altogether.

AWARDS

Lebanon’s entry to the 89th Academy
Awards for the Best Foreign Language
Film Category

Nominated, Best Film at the BFI London
Film Festival 2015 - Official Competition

Won, Audience Award of the 20th Arab
Film Festival in California
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o= IN THE LAST DAYS OF
THE CITY

Saturday May 13
@ 7:10 pm

Egypt.
118 minutes

English/Subtitles

Rated: 14A
Genre: Drama

Special Guest:
Tamer El Said
(via conference)

Downtown Cairo, 2009, Khalid, a 35-year-old filmmaker is struggling to
make a film that captures the soul of his city while facing loss in his own life.
With the help of three friends, he finds the strength to keep going through
the danger and beauty of living In the Last Days of the City.

AWARDS

Won, Caligari Film Award at Berlin
International Film Festival 2016

Nominated, Film at the International
Festival of Independent Cinema 2016

Nominated, Politiken’s Audience Award at
the CPH PIX 2016

Nominated, Best First Feature Award at
Berlin International Film Festival 2016

Won, Best Director Award at the
Buenos Aires International Festival of
Independent Cinema 2016

Nominated, for Grand Prize City of
Lisbon at the IndieLisboa International
Independent Film Festival 2016

Won, Grand Prix at T-Mobile New Horizons
International Film Festival, Poland 2016

Nominated, Best Film at the Buenos
Aires International Festival of
Independent Cinema 2016
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SPECIAL GUEST - Via conference

TAMER EL SAID
Director,
In the Last Days of the City
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Tamer El Said is a filmmaker living in Cairo where he was born in 1972. He
studied journalism in Cairo University and filmmaking in the High Cinema
Institute and went on to make many documentaries and short films that
received several international and local awards. In 2002, he took on the role
of Senior Producer and Artistic Consultant for Nile Productions, moving
across to Hot Spot Films in Dubai in 2003. His time as Senior Producer
at Hot Spot saw the company expanded dramatically, producing 250
documentaries in 58 countries, and winning several international awards.
El Said founded Zero Production in 2007 to produce independent films. He
is also a founder of Cimatheque - Alternative Film Centre in Egypt, a multi
purpose space that provides facilities, training and programming for the
independent filmmaking community. His first feature length film, In the Last
Days of the City, was premiered in the Berlinale 2016 where it received the
Caligari Film Prize. The film is invited to more than 75 festivals around the
world and obtained 9 international awards in Germany, France, Argentina,
Poland, Turkey, the USA and Russia.
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FILM CLINIC, TRANSIT FILMS, ARIZONA PRODUCTIONS

ALIl, THE GOAT AND
IBRAHIM

TRETATA
i

Saturday May 13
@ 10:00 pm

Egypt.
92 minutes

English/Subtitles

The extraordinary journey
of the goat that will save us all.
Or at least Ali and Ibrahim.

ali,the goat
- & ibrahim

DIRECTED BY
SHERIF EL BENDARY

Rated: 14A
Genre: Drama

AHMED MAGDY ALISOBHI SALWAMOHAMED ALl NAHED EL SEBAI

Line Produce Micha Mkram Producion Maager Mohamed assan DOP A Faud_Edlr Emad Maber

P o LOCo -

This whimsical film follows the strange friendship between Ali, who believes
that his late girlfriend has been reincarnated into a goat, and Ibrahim, who
is tormented by phantom sounds. Ali and Ibrahim travel across the country
on the advice of a psychic to rid themselves of their curses, finding self-
acceptance and friendship along the way.

AWARDS

Won, Best Actor Muhr Award at the
Dubai International Film Festival
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YALLAH!
:“ UNDERGROUND
36» é) Sunday May 14
lIH".;EH[IIJNﬁ © 6:10 pm

UK, Canada, USA

& Egypt.
85 minutes

English/Subtitles

Rated: 14A
Genre: Documentary

Special Guest:
Zeid Hamdan
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Yallah! Underground follows some of today’s most influential and progressive
artists in Arab underground culture from 2009 to 2013 and documents their
work, dreams and fears in a time of great change for Arab societies.

In aregion full of tension, young Arab artists in the Middle East have struggled
for years to express themselves freely and to promote more liberal attitudes
within their societies.

During the Arab Spring, like many others of this new generation, local artists
had high hopes for the future and took part in the protests. However, after
years of turmoil and instability, young Arabs now have to challenge both old
and new problems, being torn between feelings of disillusion and a vague
hope for a better future.

AWARDS

Won, Best Documentary Feature at the
Chicago International Movies and Music
Festival 2016

Won, Documentary Film Hessian Film
Award at the Hessian Film Award 2015

Nominated, Best Documentary at the
Nominated, Music Movies Competition Warsaw International Film Festival 2015
at the Cleveland International Film

Festival 2016
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SPECIAL GUEST - In person

ZEID HAMDAN
Music Producer.
Barakah Meets Barakah.

Apperance as himself,
Yallah! Underground

The Calgary Arab Arts and Culture Society is proud to have Zeid Hamdan as
a guest speaker and enjoy his eccentrically beautiful music on the Closing
Evening. Hamdan is not only the face of Yallah! Underground, he also
composed the music for Barakah Meets Barakah.

His nickname is the Godfather of Lebanese Underground Music, Hamdan
was born in 1976, is a singer, songwriter, musician, and pioneer of the
underground music scene. He is the music producer behind some of the
most successful bands on the Lebanese and regional alternative scene. With
more than 20 albums and EPs under his belt, his work speaks for itself. He
was rightly named one of 8 leading lights in Lebanese culture by CNN.

(Karam, 2016)
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BARAKAH MEETS
BARAKAH

Sunday May 14
© 8:30 pm

Saudi Arabia.
88 minutes
English/Subtitles

Rated: PG
Genre: Romantic Comedy

Written and directed by Mahmoud Sabbagh, Barakah Meets Barakah is a
Saudi Arabian love story following the trials and tribulations of the middle
class guy, and the wealthy girl. The film’s music was composed by Arab Film
Nights festival guest, Zeid Hamdan. Barakah Meets Barakah was Saudia
Arabia’s submission to the 2017 Oscars Foreign Language Film Category.

AWARDS

Won, the Price of the Ecumenical Jury Nominated, the Golden Firebird Award
Forum at the Berlin International Film at the 2016 Hong Kong International Film
Festival 2016 Festival

Nominated, Best First Feature Award Nominated, the SIGNIS Award at the 2016
at the Berlin International Film Festival Hong Kong International Film Festival
2016

Nominated, the New Voices/New Visions
Nominated, FIPRESCI Prize at the 2016 Grand Jury Prize at the Palm Springs
Hong Kong International Film Festival International Film Festival 2017
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BEYOND FILM

FADIA OMAR, Local Artist

Fadia Omar is a self taught, local artist who
has been drawing her entire life. Fadia
creates art through a variety of mediums
including chalk pastels, paint and digital
illustrations. Her work has evolved over
the years from being purely portraits to
making art with more meaning. Lately she
has been exploring themes of feminism
portrayed through a cultural lens. She is
a board member of the Western Muslim
Initiative and has been curating for their
yearly art show, Muslim Art Movement
since 2012. Fadia tries to fitin drawing and
art while also taking care of her one year
old son and working as a family support
counsellor.

AYA MHANA, Singer/Musician

If Syria had a voice, it would be exactly
like Aya Mhana’s! Mhana is a singer and
songwriter whose music tells a thousand
stories. Coming from Syria, Mhana - along
with her Oud - carries passion, pain, and
emotion that strikes you right in the heart.
Mhana has proven herself, in a very short
amount of time, to be a vital member of
Calgary’s music scene by contributing
her music at many events from local
community events to events held by the
Arts Commons.

Not only does Mhana bring something
new to Calgarian music, but also to the
Arabic music scene in Calgary due to the scarcity of musicians who play
the Oud in Calgary’s Arab community. Because she deserves it, she drew
the attention of humerous media outlets like the local Arabic radio show,
Calgary Arabia, and CISW'’s People’s Music.
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BEYOND FILM

d_wlld _usSIH wSygll
The Canadian Arabic Orchestra

Arabesque music courtesy of
THE CANADIAN ARABIC ORCHESTRA

The idea of combining the Western and Eastern musical worlds started out
in 2009 by Lamees Audeh and Wafa Al Zaghal who performed as a duo of the
piano and the ganun - the two major instruments of both musical cultures.

This idea was explored further by creating fusion music that combined
Western and Eastern musical elements and a lot of the music performed by
the orchestra now is a continuation and an elaboration on this main idea.

Between 2009 and 2014 more musicians were brought in and the group
became the Canadian Arabic Ensemble. However, due to the fact that an
Arabic music ensemble has no Western instruments and is called a “Takht” -
whereas the Western classical ensembles have numerous names based on
the number of instruments used - it was agreed upon to name the ensemble
The Canadian Arabic Orchestra (CAO), and make the number of musicians
who wish to enter unlimited. In April 2015, the orchestra registered as a not
for profit organization.

21



ARABIC CINEMA AND THE OSCARS

Did you know?

Oscars Best Foreign Film Category:

e The category was formally established in 1956.

- Algeria is by far the most successful Arab country in capturing
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences attention
earning six short list nominations, and winning in 1969 for Z.

 Palestinian films have been short-listed twice.

- Jordan’s cinematically breathtaking “Theeb” (premiered in Calgary
by CAACS) is the most recent to be nominated from an Arabic
speaking country.

2016 Oscars Best Foreign Film Category:

» A record 89 foreign language films were submitted and eighty 85
were accepted by the Academy.

 Of the five films short-listed, Iran’s “The Salesman” won the 2016
award.

10 of the 80 foreign films, not short-listed were submitted by
Arabic speaking countries including Yemen'’s first ever submission
“I'm Nojoom, I'm 10 years old and I'm Divorced”.
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MORE ON THE CALGARY ARAB ARTS &
CULTURE SOCIETY (CAACS)

When we're not getting ready for our next annual film festival
(planning continues after a full 2-days rest following the last annual
film festival),

we are:

« Hosting “Popcorn and Skype” events presenting thought
provoking films and in-depth Q&A and panel discussions at local
theatres

» Presenting complimentary screenings of films to various
communities and post-secondary institutes

« Organizing and co-sponsoring Arab comedy nights

« Supporting charitable and philanthropic activities such as the Red
Cross

» Collaborating with other local art and film festivals

» Collaborating with other Canadians to bring a variation of the
Calgary festival to their hometowns

« Producing small and large film projects to give voice to, and to
celebrate Arabs in Canada

« Fundraising

Join us as a new member
or learn more at:

www.calgaryarabartssociety.ca
© YYC_ArabArts
@ Calgary Arab Arts & Culture Society

CALGARY ARAB

ARTS & CULTURE SOCIETY
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THE PROGRAM AT A GLANCE

PROGRAM FILM DETAILS
Thursday Canadian Eye * JASMINE (theatrical performance) 30 minutes
May 11 on the Arab * Things Arab Men Say (NFB Documentary) Canada. 52 minutes. Rated PG
World « Live Q&A with film author and director Nisreen Baker
« Under an umbrella we met (2 short films) Canada. 5 minutes each. Rated PG
doors open *Grassr oo tsinDryLan ds (NFB Documentary) Palestine, Jordan, & Israel.
6:00 pm « Visual arts exhibition & arabesque music 92 minutes. Rated PG
Friday Opening « Tickling Giant s (Documentary) Egypt, US and UK.
May 12 Night + Skype Q&A with film’s lead Bassem Youssef 111 minutes. Rated 14A
» Complimentary reception
doors open * Ver y Big Sh ot (Feature) Lebanon. 107 minutes. Rated 14A
6:30 pm « Visual arts exhibition & arabesque music
Saturday Egyptian «Inthe L ast Days of the City (Feature) Egypt. 118 minutes. Rated 14A
May 13 Cinema * Skype Q&A with film director Tamer El Said
» Complimentary reception
doors open « Ali, The G oa t and Ibrahim (Feature) Egypt. 92 minutes. Rated 14A
6:30 pm « Visual arts exhibition & arabesque music
Sunday Closing » Contemporary arabic music by music producer Zeid
May 14 Evening Hamdan
 Yallah! Underg round (Feature) UK, Canada, USA & Egypt.88minutes.
doors open « Live Q&A with Zeid Hamdan Rated 14A
5:30 pm » Complimentary reception
- Barakah Mee ts Barakah (Feature) Saudi Arabia.
« Visual arts exhibition & arabesque music 88 minutes. Rated PG




