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A LETTER FROM THE BOARD 

The Board of the Calgary Arab Arts & Culture Society welcomes you to the 
sixth annual Arab Film Nights Festival.

Our board and organizing committee have once again reviewed a wide 
range of content by and or about the Arab world (with special interest in 
what us Canadians are doing in that field) and have created a program we 
are confident you will enjoy and find thought-provoking. 

In assembling the festival’s program, we’re guided by a mandate to share 
films and cultural content that:

•  Represents the diversity of the people, regions and perspectives of the  
Arab world

•  Provides realistic perspectives of Arab people, culture, art, history and 
politics

•  Discuss critical social and political issues affecting Arab culture in an 
engaging manner

We are delighted to once again give voice to local and Canadian artists 
and film makers during our Thursday evening programming that we call 
“Canadian Eye of the Arab World”. The evening will begin with a live highly 
engaging (translated) classical Arabic poetry with musical accompaniment 
on the theme of Syria by Ghada Alatrash and Aya Mhana. We will then share 
the Canadian directed film “My Enemy, My Brother” followed by discussion 
with director Ann Shin.

This year’s film program will have something for everyone, including:

•  The Oscar nominated for best foreign language Lebanese film “The Insult”
•  The back by popular demand following a February screening Egyptian film   

“Sheikh Jackson”.
•  Substantive and thought-provoking

films from Lebanon on LGBTQ, Algeria on 
Fundamentalism and a Canadian produced 
and directed film on the enduring sense 
of Palestinian dispossession

•  Heartwarming feature films that are sure 
to please in both the Lebanese film “Solitaire” 
and the Egyptian film “Photocopy”.

We once again welcome you to sample a full 
range of Arab culture including food, music 
and visual arts.
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THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS

CATERING PARTNERS

MEDIA PARTNERS
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BEYOND FILM

FADIA OMAR
CAACS’s Visual Arts 
Curator and Resident Artist

Fadia is a masters student in counseling with a love for art and creativity. She 
has been drawing since she was old enough to hold a pencil and her work 
has been constantly evolving ever since. Fadia uses all sorts of mediums 
including watercolor, acrylics, chalk pastel and lately digital Illustration. Her 
inspiration is motivated through building community with creativity. Over 
the years she has enjoyed selling her illustrations at local markets as well 
as curating art shows and workshops with the Calgary Arab Arts & Culture 
Society and The Western Muslim Initiative.
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BEYOND FILM

Arabesque music courtesy of
THE CANADIAN ARABIC ORCHESTRA

The idea of combining the Western and Eastern musical worlds started out 
in 2009 by Lamees Audeh and Wafa Al Zaghal who performed as a duo of the 
piano and the qanun - the two major instruments of both musical cultures.

This idea was explored further by creating fusion music that combined 
Western and Eastern musical elements and a lot of the music performed by 
the orchestra now is a continuation and an elaboration on this main idea.

Between 2009 and 2014 more musicians were brought in and the group 
became the Canadian Arabic Ensemble. However, due to the fact that an 
Arabic music ensemble has no Western instruments and is called a “Takht” – 
whereas the Western classical ensembles have numerous names based on 
the number of instruments used – it was agreed upon to name the ensemble 
The Canadian Arabic Orchestra (CAO), and make the number of musicians 
who wish to enter unlimited. In April 2015, the orchestra registered as a not 
for profit organization.

Our deepest condolences to the member of the Orchestra,  
Omar Najjar, who has lost his father, Mounir Najjar, in the 
recent Yonge Street van attack in Toronto.
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Ghada Alatrash
Ghada Alatrash is a Syrian-Canadian 
doctoral candidate, sessional instructor 
and research assistant in Educational 
Research at the Werklund School of 
Education at the University of Calgary. 
Her current research speaks to the lived 
experience of the Syrian diaspora in 
Canada. She is the author of Stripped to 
the Bone: Portraits of Syrian Women and 
she has recently been invited to speak 
on her book as a TEDx speaker. Alatrash 
has an MA in English Literature from the 
University of Oklahoma. She has also 
been profiled in several media including 
CBC, PBS, BBC, Aljazeera,and Gulf News, 
among others.

Aya Mhana
Aya Mhana is a Syrian Oud player, singer, 
musician, composer and songwriter.  She 
also worked as an elementary school 
teacher in Sweida, Syria.  She volunteered 
for a number of years for the Red Crescent 
in Syria during the recent years of the 
tragic Syrian war.  Mhana has been hosted 
on different media outlets including CBC, 
Calgary Arabia and CJSW.

Ghada Alatrash and Aya Mhana are two Syrian-Canadian women representing 
Syria through their translated Arabic poetry and Syrian music. They speak 
and sing their beloved homeland in Arabic and English. They engage art as a 
language to narrate themes of love, passion, pain, loss, resilience and hope 
for their beloved country.

SYRIA: AN EVENING OF POETRY AND MUSIC
Presented by Ghada Alatrash and Aya Mhana

Thursday May 3 @ 6:30 pm
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My Enemy, My Brother is a feature length documentary about the real-life 
story of two former enemies from the Iran-Iraq war who become blood 
brothers for life. Meeting in Vancouver 30 years after Zahed, an Iranian child 
soldier saves Najah, a wounded Iraqi soldier’s life, they are now about to 
embark on an emotional journey back to Iran and Iraq for the first time in 
20 years. Their journey takes them into the heart of present-day conflicts in 
a region ravaged by war and ISIS. Their quest is a surprising affirmation of 
redemption and humanity.

MY ENEMY, 
MY BROTHER

Thursday May 3
@ 8:15 pm

Country: Canada
Length: 85 mins
Language: Arabic, English

Rated: 14A 
Genre: Documentary

Special guest: 
Director Ann Shin
(via Skype)

Won: Canadian Screen Awards - Best Documentary and Director Documentary 
Won: SXSW Interactive Award 
Won: FITC Award 
Won: Premio Un Film per la Pace 2016 
Won: San Diego Asian Film Festival 2017- Grand Jury Award

AWARDS
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In 1982, in the chaos of a bloody battle during the Iran-Iraq War, Iranian child 
soldier Zahed Haftlang saved Iraqi soldier Najah Aboud’s life. Twenty years later, 
a coincidental meeting half a world away in Vancouver allowed Aboud to do the 
same for Haftlang.

“He is my brother from another mother,” Haftlang says as he takes Aboud into 
the warmest embrace the entranceway to The Globe and Mail’s British Columbia 
bureau has perhaps ever witnessed.

Zahed Haftlang was 13 when he joined Iran’s Basij paramilitary, running away 
from his abusive home. What he faced was beyond comprehension, including 
the night he and the other child soldiers were made to run through a minefield 
– human shields getting blown to pieces so the others could follow more safely. 
Haftlang was good with bandages and trained as a medic.

Najah Aboud was 28, running a successful falafel restaurant in Iraq, when he was 
called back for military service in 1980. He was assigned to tank duty.

Their story is told in the just-published book I, Who Did Not Die: A Sweeping 
Story of Loss, Redemption, and Fate. Just published, it is one of those you-
wouldn’t-believe-this-if-it-was-fiction books.

“You’re always hoping for a story like this, one that’s so unbelievable that I almost 
didn’t believe it. I was a little skeptical and I kept trying to trip them up a little bit 
with questions to see if their stories would differ,” says U.S. journalist Meredith 
May, who co-authored the book with the men and joined them for an interview 
last week.

“When I first heard your story, the hair on my arms stood up,” she says to them. 
“You hear so many depressing stories out of the Middle East, and it made me 
believe that there’s hope. And it made me feel that there is something out there 
looking out for us. And you can call it God, you can call it Mother Nature, you can 
call it the Universe, you can call it karma, you can call it dumb luck. Whatever you 
want to call it, it made me more spiritual.”

*Excerpt from The Globe and Mail article “Worlds apart, enemies in brutal war find brotherly love” 
Marsha Lederman, Vancouver. 
Published March 28, 2017. Updated April 15, 2017

WORLDS APART, ENEMIES IN A BRUTAL WAR FIND 
BROTHERLY LOVE

Zahed Haftlang, left, originally from Iran, 
and Najah Aboud, originally from Iraq, 
who co-wrote ‘I, Who Did Not Die’ with 
journalist Meredith May, talk in Vancouver, 
B.C., on March 23.

DARRYL DYCK/THE GLOBE AND MAIL
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SPECIAL GUEST - Via Skype

ANN SHIN
Director,
My Enemy, My Brother

Ann  is  a  multiple  award-winning  Producer,  Director  and  New  Media  
Producer  whose  films  and  series  have  won  numerous  awards,  been  
broadcast  in  territories  across  the  globe,  and  screened  at  top-tier  
international  film  festivals  including  Tribeca,  Hot  Docs,  SXSW,  Sheffield  
Doc/Fest,  Al  Jazeera,  and  TIFF  Top  Ten.  Her  Emmy-nominated  and  
Oscar  shortlisted  short  film,  My  Enemy  My  Brother,  is  now  a  feature  
film  premiering  at  the  2017  Hot  Docs  International  Documentary  Film  
Festival.  Other  films,  including  The  Defector:  Escape  from  North  Korea,  
premiered  at  hundreds  of  international  film  festivals,  winning  numerous  
awards,  including  Best  Documentary  and  Best  Documentary  Director  at  
the  Canadian  Screen  Academy  Awards.  Her  work  has  been  broadcast  on  
HBO  Europe,  CBC,  Discovery  Channel,  TVO,  ABC,  SBS,  History  Channel,  
PBS,  and  Super  Channel.
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In today’s Beirut, an insult blown out of proportions finds Toni, a Lebanese 
Christian, and Yasser, a Palestinian refugee, in court. From secret wounds to 
traumatic revelations, the media circus surrounding the case puts Lebanon 
through a social explosion, forcing Toni and Yasser to reconsider their lives 
and prejudices.

THE INSULT

Friday May 4
@ 6:30 pm

Country: Lebanon
Length: 112 mins
Language: Arabic with English 
subtitles

Rated: 14A 
Genre: Drama

Won: World Premier: Official Competition at the 74th Venice Film Festival August 2017 
Nominated: First Lebanese movie nomination at the Best Foreign Film category at the 
90th OSCARS 
Won: Official Selection at the Venice Film Festival 2017

AWARDS
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Therese, the mayor’s wife in a Lebanese village, joyfully prepares for an 
overnight visit of her daughter’s suitor and his parents. She excitedly shares 
the happy news of the engagement with pictures of her beloved brother 
who was killed by a Syrian bomb 20 years ago and is still bizarrely present in 
every corner of her house.
Only when the long-awaited guests are at her doorstep, she discovers they 
are Syrian; this engagement will only happen over Therese’s dead body!

SOLITAIRE

Friday May 4
@ 9:45 pm

Country: Lebanon
Length: 92 mins
Language: Arabic with English 
subtitles

Rated: PG
Genre: Drama, Comedy



14

Eccomi ... Eccoti unfolds as a virtual road trip navigating between Italy and 
Lebanon. Conditioned to live in a long-distance relationship with his partner 
because of strict European visa regulations, the director patches together 
the moments shared together in an attempt to create a possible day-to-day 
reality for their couple.
With a lyrical, ambient soundscape set atop a dreamy, atmospheric visual 
style that oscillates between still photography and moving images, the film 
explores what it means to be gay in contemporary Beirut and the aches of 
psychic pain that blocks one from reaching a sense of “complete-ness” with 
one’s self. Does such in-completeness have to do, in particular, with being 
gay? Or is it related to a grander malaise endemic to the human condition?

In partnership with: 
The Fairy Tales Queer Film Festival

HERE I AM...HERE YOU ARE (ECCOMI...ECCOTI)

Saturday May 5 @ 1:00 pm

Country: Lebanon, Italy
Length: 68 mins
Language: Arabic/French/Italian/
English subtitles

Rated: 14A
Genre: Documentary

Special guest: Director Raed Rafei 
(via Skype)
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SPECIAL GUEST - Via Skype

RAED RAFEI
Director,
Here I am...Here You Are
(Eccomi...Eccoti)

Raed Rafei is a Lebanese filmmaker and multimedia journalist. He is currently 
pursuing a PhD in film and digital media at the University of California in 
Santa Cruz. His filmography includes Prologue (2011), 74 (The Reconstitution 
of a Struggle) (2012), co-directed with Rania Rafei, and Salam (2016). 
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Sheikh Jackson is Egypt’s official Oscar entry for 2018. It is an offbeat, often 
affecting and thoughtful drama about conservative imam Sheikh Khaled 
Hani (Ahmad Elfishawy), whose strict, devout life turns upside down upon 
the death of his onetime idol, Michael Jackson.
But it’s the cleric’s King of Pop-inspired crisis of faith and the ways it’s 
manifested and ultimately assuaged that gives the film its unique depth. To 
that end, director Amr Salama effectively examines the role religion can play 
in one’s life and outlook versus how a secular, more free-thinking existence 
may offer greater latitude but not always better or happier choices.

SHEIKH JACKSON

Saturday May 5
@ 7:00 pm

Country: Egypt
Length: 93 mins
Language: Arabic with English 
subtitles

Rated: PG 
Genre: Drama
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Mahmoud’s life is a ‘photocopy’ of millions of others. He worked as a data-
entry typist in the same government job, never married, he lived a traditional 
life. When he settles for early retirement, he buys a nearby store and sets 
up “Mahmoud’s photocopy” where he makes photocopies and types up 
documents. One day, a student asks him to type up a report on the extinction 
of dinosaurs. Mahmoud can’t help but begin to see some strange parallels 
with the state of his own life. Driven by a desire to change the depressing 
reality that his own lifestyle is becoming extinct, he starts a journey that 
leads him to revolt against his traditional life.

PHOTOCOPY

Saturday May 5
@ 10:00 pm

Country: Egypt
Length: 90 mins
Language: Arabic with English 
subtitles

Rated: PG 
Genre: Drama

Won: Best Arabic Feature at Gouna Film Festival 2017

AWARDS
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Nedjma, a young investigative journalist for an Algerian daily, is spurred 
to action by the ongoing instrumentalisation of the concept of paradise in 
extremist propaganda and calls to jihad by Middle Eastern Salafist preachers 
on the Internet. She decides to investigate the place of paradise in the 
Muslim imagination. Assisted by Mustapha, her colleague, she criss-crosses 
Algeria in search of a panoply of opinions, young and old, male and female, 
intellectual and street-smart.

INVESTIGATING PARADISE

Sunday May 6 @ 1:00 pm

Country: Algeria
Length: 120 mins
Language: Arabic/French with 
English subtitles

Rated: 14A
Genre: Documentary/Drama
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HYMN is a traditional fusion music band whose focus is on bringing the 
traditional melodies from all around the world with a modern composition 
to the audiences. It was founded by Bijan Maysami, Soroush Resvani, Irfan 
Aydogdu and Omid Ebadi in 2015 in Calgary, Canada. The main goal of the 
band is to produce the songs that people with different tastes of music 
enjoy.

HYMN
World Fusion Music Band

Sunday May 6 @ 6:30 pm

Band Members

Bijan Maysami (Santoor)
Omid Ebadi (Percussion & Frame Drum) 
Aya Mhana (Oud & Vocal)
Paya Salem (Violin) 
Sara Seyedi (Vocal)
Vahid Jahanshahi (Acoustic Guitar)
Greg Goldenberg (Guitar Base)
Frank Rackow (Clarinet Saxophone)
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Twelve resilient, determined and articulate women from disparate walks of 
life: lawyers, artists, housewives, activists, architects, and politicians stitch 
together the story of their homeland, of their dispossession, and of their 
unwavering determination that justice will prevail.
Through their stories, the individual weaves into the collective, yet remaining 
distinctly personal. Twelve women, twelve life-spans and stories from 
Palestine; a land whose position was fixed on the map of the world, but is 
now embroidered on its face.

STITCHING PALESTINE

Sunday May 6 @ 8:00 pm

Country: Palestine
Length: 77 mins
Language: Arabic with English 
subtitles

Rated: PG
Genre: Documentary

Special guest: Producer 
Muna Khalidi 
(via Skype)
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SPECIAL GUEST - Via Skype

MUNA KHALIDI
Producer,
Stitching Palestine

Muna Khalidi holds a Ph.D. in health policy and planning and has more than 25 
years experience working in social and health development in Lebanon and 
the region. Throughout her career, she has worked with various development 
and health organizations assisting them to design and develop programs 
and strategic planning. In 2011 she started collaborating with Carol Mansour 
on the research and production of documentary films dealing with issues 
of social justice and human rights, bringing her experience in the academic, 
public, private, and NGO sectors into the documentary-making field.
So far she has worked closely with Carol Mansour on three feature-length 
documentary films: “Where do I begin”, on mental health in Lebanon; “We 
Want to Know”, on the memory of the Lebanese civil war among the new 
generation; and “Not Who We Are”, on the plight of Syrian refugee women. 
Carol and Muna are currently finalizing a documentary on the Palestinian 
refugees from Syria who have been displaced a second time when fleeing 
to Lebanon.
Muna is on the Board of Directors of three national NGOs that implement 
programs mainly within the Palestinian refugee communities in Lebanon.
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Did you know?

Oscars Best Foreign Film Category:

•  The category was formally established in 1956.
•  Algeria is by far the most successful Arab country in capturing the        

Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Science’s attention earning six short 
list nominations and winning in 1969 for Z.

•  Palestinian films have been short-listed twice.
•  Recently, Jordan’s cinematically breathtaking “Theeb” (premiered in  

Calgary by CAACS) was nominated for Best Foreign language Film.

2017 Arabic language films Oscars Nominations:

• Lebanon’s “The Insult” was short-listed nominated for Best Foreign  
    language Film.
•  Syria’s “Last Man in Aleppo” was short-listed nominated for Best   

Documentary.

ARABIC CINEMA AND THE OSCARS
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MORE ON THE CALGARY ARAB ARTS & 
CULTURE SOCIETY (CAACS)

When we’re not getting ready for our next annual film festival 
(planning continues after a full 2-days rest following the last annual 
film festival), 
we are:

•  Hosting “Movie, Popcorn and Skype” events presenting thought-
    provoking films and in-depth Q&A and panel discussions at local   
    theaters  
•  Presenting complimentary screenings of films to various 
    communities and post-secondary institutes
•  Organizing and co-sponsoring Arab comedy nights
•  Supporting charitable and philanthropic activities such as the Red   
    Cross
•  Collaborating with other local art and film festivals
•  Collaborating with other Canadians to bring a variation of the 
    Calgary festival to their hometowns
•  Producing small and large film projects to give voice to and to   
    celebrate Arabs in Canada
•  Fundraising

Join us as a new member 
or learn more at:

www.calgaryarabartssociety.ca

CAACS Board of Directors

Moness Rizkalla
Hicham Abbadi
Mona Ahmed
Noha Mohamed
Diana Nada
Lindsey Rizkalla

Organizing Committee

Sleman Aldib 
Sarah Elsweify
Hatem Elsweify
Adel Elshenawy
Cliff Bremner 
Fadia Omar

Graphic design by Mona Ahmed  | mona.adel.ahmed@gmail.com
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